Just Add Water Scene Sanpl es
By

Mel ani e Abr ans



| NT. KI TCHEN- MORNI NG

ECU on a frying pan, sizzling on the stove. An arm wearing

| ots of bracelets sprays the pan wwth PAM gets a bow out
of the cupboard, a spoon out of a drawer, and then grabs a
box out of pancake m x fromthe pantry - on the front it
says in large letters, "JUST ADD WATER!" Shots of naking
pancakes - running the bow under the tap, m xing, pouring
batter. Sizzling. The hand flips a pancake onto a pl ate.
DOLLY, a wonman with the smle lines of a 50 year old and the
spirit of a child, sets a plate of pancakes on the table.

(cont’ d)
Cal, breakfast is ready, darling!

Shot fromthe bottomof the stairs - Cal, a 17 year old boy
with a nmusician’s attitude, bounds out of his roomat the
top. He runs hastily hal fway down the stairs, and then the
canera FREEZES

CAL V.O
My nane is Cal Bridges, and ny
nmonmi s an asshol e.

UNFREEZE - he sits and scarfs down the pancakes wi t hout
saying a word to his nother. She ruffles his hair and ki sses
hi m on the head.

DOLLY
"’ m going dancing with a guy | net
at the gallery tonight. Not sure
when I’I|l be hone. Have a good
day-and do not drive that danmm car

CUT TO

| NT. GARAGE

Cal stares wistfully at a beautiful vintage car, a backpack
in his hand, a soft guitar case over his back. He hops on a
skateboard and rolls out onto the-

EXT. STREET

-street where he norosely skates in the m ddle of the road.
He reaches school -



EXT. SCHOCL

-where his friend NED, a petite Indian boy, joins him
babbl i ng about sonet hing nonstop underneath Cal’s voi ceover,

whi ch has been running over all these actions:

CAL V. O
| nmean, | know she doesn’t nean to
be. But what kind of nom goes on
dates all the dam tine? Sonetines,
| even have to feed nyself. And
weeks will go by when I don’t have
cl ean underwear. Every weekend, she
goes out with a different dude. It
isn"t |ike we need anot her guy
around. W never have. This is ny
best friend Ned. | hate him

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

The nmorning after a terrible day at school, Cal’s life is
turned upsi de down.

I NT KI TCHEN- MORNI NG

Cal wal ks into the uncharacteristically enpty kitchen to
find a note on the table. It reads:

Cal -Gone to the Cari bbean with Juan! Not sure when I'l| be
back. There’s | eftover spaghetti in the fridge. Love, Mom
PS do not drive that damn car.

CAL
VWhat t he-

Cal takes out his phone and hastily dials his nother’s
nunber .

| NTERCUT PHONE CALL W TH DOLLY - crackly reception

DOLLY
Hel | 0?

CAL
Mon?! Monml \Where are you-are you
okay?

DOLLY

Hey sweets! Yeah |I'mfine-oh! CGotta
go, Juan and | are going to swim
W th the dol phins!

The phone goes dead.

CAL V. O
See, | told you. Asshole.

| NT. HOUSE- NI GHT

Cal stands in the kitchen, |looking |lost. He takes out his
wal | et and | ooks inside: nothing. He takes a chicken breast
out of the freezer and puts it in a pot on the stove. He
dunps sone salt in. Cut to wi de shot of house -

W see, through the kitchen wi ndow, sonething light on fire,
and hear:

CAL
SHI T!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

After band practice, nysterious new girl Sam begins to
return Cal’s awkward advances. He takes her to "the cove"
a private cubby that houses the |ights above the school

t heatre.

| NT. AUDI TORI UM DAY

Sam and Cal are packing up their instrunents after
rehearsal .

SAM
So...what’'s cool to do around here?
(cont’ d)
Absol ut el y not hi ng.
SAM
There has to be sonething! What do
you usually do after school ?
CAL
You really wanna know?
Cut to:
| NT. COVE- DAY

Sam and Cal are sitting in the cove. There isn’t nuch room
so they’ re very cranped.

SAM

This? This is what you do?
CAL

Yeah. It’s pretty high class here.
SAM

Yeah. ..

Ankwar d si | ence.

CAL

So...where are you fronf

SAM
Lots of places.

CAL
Ww. How many of you are there?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

(cont’ d)

A beat .

SAM
Ha, ha. | was born in Phoeni X,
where | lived with my nomuntil |
was 5. Then...Il lived with ny aunt
in Mam . But that didn't work out
sol lived with a foster famly for
a while before being noved to
Topeka. And then that fam |y noved
to New York, and then I...well,
cane here, | guess.

CAL
Ww. So how d you end up in Yakama?

SAM
New foster famly. But |’ m al nost
18, so | can get outta there.

CAL
Huh. So...what happened to your
monf

SAM
She di ed.

CAL
|’mreally sorry. (a beat) My dad
di ed.

SAM
Oh?

CAL

Yeah. Before | was born.

Sucks.

CAL
Yep. Wanna snoke?

SAM
Nah, thanks. | don’t snoke.

CAL
Oh! Yeah. Me either.

CAL
You know, | live on nmy own.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

(cont’ d)

SAM
You do not.

CAL
Do too. My nom ski pped town two
days ago.

SAM
Two days ago? | woul d exactly cal
that "living".

CAL
Wel |, you ve had sonmeone around

al ways, haven’t you? Even if it
wasn't famly.

SAM
No. I was living on the streets for
a year before | cane here. You know
absol utely nothing about 1iving
al one.

CAL
Psh. Sure | do.

SAM
No, you don’t.

CAL
Wanna bet ?

(a beat - then -)
Sure. How about | nmove in with you?
Il teach you how to take care of
yoursel f and you'll learn things
you’ d never even thought of.

CAL

You wanna nove in with ne.
SAM

Way not ?
CAL

(a beat) Yeah. Wiy not?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Cal is proudly showi ng off one of the skills Sam has taught
hi m maki ng breakf ast.

I NT KI TCHEN- MORNI NG

Cal is standing at the stove in the kitchen nmaki ng pancakes
when Sam wal ks in, surprised. Cal hears her, turns around,
and sm |l es.

CAL
Take a pl ate!

Sam takes a plate off the table.

CAL
Hold it out!

She holds the plate out, and Cal flips a pancake fromthe
stove into the air. It lands on the floor about five feet
fromher, but she quickly grabs it and slaps it on the

pl at e.

SAM
Ni ce one!

Cut to:
They are sitting at the table, eating.

SAM
These are really good.

CAL
You sound so surprised.

SAM
| shoul d probably teach you sone
ot her things, too.

CAL
Starting wiwth the di shes?

Cut to: Montage of the two conpleting various househol d
chores - dishes, laundry, etc. - with bubbly nusic and the
following VO Many days will pass here, signified by the
light out of the wi ndows and wardrobe changes.

CAL V. O
| kept a smile on ny face, but it
was hell. She worked ne for weeks,

teaching me how to cook shit, how
to wash shit, howto fold shit, how

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

CAL V.O (cont’d)
to sew on a button. | wore an
apron-which | washed and ironed. |
felt like I was ny nother. But Sam
was having fun, and for sone
reason, watchi ng her | augh nmade ne
have fun too. Not that | |ike her
or anyt hi ng.



